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This is the first work of its extent in regard to Virginia Cartography 
which has been published and is a most valuable addition to the series 
of bulletins already issued by the State Library. Mr. Swem has done 
his work with great thoroughness and skill. 

Colonial Mansions of Maryland and Delaware. By John Martin 
Hammond. With sixty-five illustrations. Philadelphia and Lon- 
don. J. B. Lippincott Company, 1914, pp. XIII, 304. 
Maryland and Delaware have many fine and interesting colonial 
houses, and Mr. Hammond has done a real service in preserving their pic- 
tures and histories in this beautiful book. There are many striking illus- 
trations, often giving details of exterior and interior architecture, and 
in connection with the history of each house is a brief account of the 
families associated with it. In this way upwards of a hundred families 
and branches of families in the two states are treated of. In history, 
architecture and genealogy a rich fund of information is given in a very 
attractive way. 

Genealogy of the Fishback Family in America. The Descendants of 
John Fishback the Emigrant, with an Historical Sketch of His 
Family and of the Colony at Germanna and Germantown, Virginia, 
1714-1914. Compiled and edited by Willis M. Kemper, Cincinnati. 
Illustrated. Published by Thomas Madison Taylor, twelve West 
Forty-fourth Street, New York, 1914, pp. V, 359, with illustrations, 
maps and a full index. 

The very important German element in the population of Virginia, 
long much neglected by historians and genealogists, has in late years 
received much more attention. The present book is a valuable addition 
to our literature on the subject. The genealogy of the Fishback family, 
beginning with John Fishback who emigrated from Truback near Sieg 
in Nassau, in 1714, down to the present time is given fully and clearly, 
in all lines of descendants, births, male and female. Mr. Kemper has visit- 
ed Germany and the Virginia Germanna and Germantown in the course 
of his investigations and has evidently worked with great thoroughness. 
Students of Virginia history who are not especially interested in the 
Fishback family will find matter of great interest in the careful study 
of the early German settlements in Virginia and of the colonies at Ger- 
manna and Germantown (Fauquier Co.). Mr. Kemper's work on this 
subject in a former book on the Kemper family has been favorably 
commented on, but the present study contains the results of much fuller 
investigations. 

The Religious Development of the Negro in Virginia. A Disserta- 
tion Submitted to the Faculty of the University of Virginia in Pari 
tial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy. By Joseph B. Earnest, M. A., Norfolk, Va. The 
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Michie Company, Printers, Charlottesville, Va., 1914, pp. 233 (also 
for sale by Bell Book & Stationery Co., Richmond, Va.) 
Since the latter part of the seventeenth century the negro has been a 
problem for Virginia — he is still a problem, which the white people of 
the State cannot and should not ignore. In order to aid him in the right 
direction we must study him and his history. The fact that talented 
men at our colleges and universities are turning to this study is a subject 
for unmixed gratification. 

Dr. Earnest has taken a difficult subject, the Religious Development 
of the Negro in Virginia, and has done a most admirable piece of work. 
He has made very thorough investigations, not only in manuscripts and 
books, but by extensive correspondence and conversations with whites 
and blacks. His honesty, fairness and desire for the good of all are among 
the most obvious features of his book. And qualification equal to all 
the others, he is a Virginian with a Virginian's knowledge of the negro, 
his sincere regard for him, and his desire for his welfare. 

The author tells first of the religious history of the negro in the seven- 
teenth and eighteenth centuries. The instances he gives in regard to 
baptisms, and the interest many ministers and laymen took in the spirit- 
ual welfare of the negro, might be greatly enlarged; but this would be in 
the nature of unnecessary duplication of evidence. The same could be 
said of the last century. The instances in which Virginians, especially 
Virginia women, worked for the religious betterment of the negroes, 
would only be limited by the number of persons now living whose 
memories go back to ante-bellum days. 

Later chapters, all done in the same careful way, bring the religious 
history of the Virgina negroes down to the present time, and tell some- 
thing of present religious and social conditions among them. 

This is a book which should be thoughtfully read by every Virginian. 
Both Christian charity and self-interest demand that we, the white 
people of the State, shall aid them in every proper way to become better 
Christians and consequently better citizens. The whites can do much 
in assisting them towards decent and sanitary lives; but, as Dr. Earnest 
shows, we have now drifted so far apart, that the great evils, dishonesty 
and lack of chastity, which are far too prevalent among them, must be 
cured by themselves. There are great numbers of good men and women 
among them, and we must, as far as is in our power, aid these leaders in 
their fight against vice. 

Dr. Earnest's book is not only valuable, but exceedingly interesting. 
The great store of information might have been acquired by other 
students, but without the Southerner's knowledge of the negro and his 
sympathy with him, the work would have lost much of its value. Rabid 
partisans, one way or the other, may disagree with Dr. Earnest., but 
this is the best tribute to the quality of his book. 

It is sincerely hoped this work will have a wide circulation. 



